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CAPITOL CONVERSATIONS EPISODE

Former CIA analyst and White House National Security Council staffer Paul

Miller joins Jeff Pickering and Travis Wussow to discuss how the early warnings

of a pandemic like COVID19 were missed and what this global event means for

the future of politics and international relations. Miller is now a professor at

Georgetown University and a research fellow with ERLC. He writes frequently on

government, military, and international issues.

In Part 1, we discuss Paul’s stunning article, How the Intelligence Community

Predicted COVID-19 (https://thedispatch.com/p/how-the-intelligence-

community-predicted), and why pandemics are ultimately a governance failure.
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In Part 2 (https://erlc.com/resource-library/capitol-conversations-episodes/paul-

miller-on-coronavirus-part-2-why-the-chinese-communist-party-bears-ultimate-

blame-and-where-christians-can-turn-for-hope), we discuss how Christians can

cling to the hope of Christ during such difficult times, and why the communist

government of China bears ultimate blame for the coronavirus pandemic. 

This episode is sponsored by The Good Book Company, publisher of Where is

God in a Coronavirus World? (https://www.thegoodbook.com/where-is-god-in-

a-coronavirus-world) by John Lennox  

Guest Biography

Paul D. Miller is a professor of the practice of international affairs at

Georgetown University, a senior fellow with the Atlantic Council’s Scowcroft

Center for Strategy and Security, and a research fellow with the ERLC. Before his

career in academia, Dr. Miller served as Director for Afghanistan and Pakistan on

the National Security Council staff; worked as an intelligence analyst for the

Central Intelligence Agency; and served as a military intelligence officer in the

U.S. Army. Miller holds a PhD in international relations and a BA in government

from Georgetown University, and a master in public policy from Harvard

University.

Resources from the Conversation

Paul’s articles discussed in this conversation

Providence | Stop Volunteering to Do the Awful Arithmetic for COVID-

19 (https://providencemag.com/2020/03/stop-volunteering-awful-

arithmetic-covid-19/)
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The Dispatch | How the Intelligence Community Predicted COVID-19

(https://thedispatch.com/p/how-the-intelligence-community-

predicted)

Foriegn Policy | Yes, Blame China for the Virus

(https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/03/25/blame-china-and-xi-jinping-

for-coronavirus-pandemic/)

Follow Paul on Twitter @PaulDMiller2 (https://twitter.com/PaulDMiller2)

Check out Paul’s podcast Awkward Conversations

(https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/awkward-

conversations/id1459702697)

Faith and healthy democracy: Introduction with Paul Miller and Brent

Leatherwood (https://erlc.com/resource-library/capitol-conversations-

episodes/faith-and-healthy-democracy-introduction-with-paul-miller-and-

brent-leatherwood)

Keep up with the ERLC’s latest resources on coronavirus at

ERLC.com/COVID19 (http://erlc.com/COVID19)

Keep up with the latest CDC news and resources at coronavirus.gov

(https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html)

From The White House | 30 DAYS TO SLOW THE SPREAD

(https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-

content/uploads/2020/03/03.16.20_coronavirus-

guidance_8.5x11_315PM.pdf)

ERLC | Subscribe to the Policy Newsletter (https://erlc.com/about/public-

policy)

ERLC | Capitol Conversation Podcast (https://erlc.com/resource-

library/capitol-conversations-episodes/recently-added)
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Subscribe

iTunes (https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/id1219351350) | Google Play

(https://play.google.com/music/listen?

u=0#/ps/Ioivy6xro4godqkddz22cxvqcfa) | Stitcher

(http://www.stitcher.com/podcast/questions-and-ethics-with-russell-

moore/capitol-conversations) | Tune in (http://tunein.com/radio/Capitol-

Conversations-p981453/)  

Jeff Pickering

Jeff Pickering serves as associate policy communications director in the

Washington, D.C. office. In this role, he hosts the weekly Capitol Conversations

podcast, develops communications strategy, and connects journalists with the

organization’s policy work. He also serves as the mentor and director of the DC

internship program. Jeff previously served in both … Read More

(https://erlc.com/multi_author/jeff-pickering/)
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More From

Capitol Conversations Episodes

PUBLISHED JUL 07, 2020

Jose Ocampo on Dreamers and the Supreme Court’s decision
on DACA (https://erlc.com/resource-library/capitol-
conversations-episodes/jose-ocampo-on-dreamers-and-the-
supreme-courts-decision-on-daca/)

Travis Wussow

Travis Wussow serves as the Vice President for Public Policy and General Counsel.

Travis led the ERLC’s first international office located in the Middle East prior to

joining the Washington DC office. He received a B.B.A. in Finance from The

University of Texas at Austin and a J.D. from The … Read More

(https://erlc.com/multi_author/travis-wussow/)
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PUBLISHED JUN 30, 2020

Palmer Williams on dignity, disability, and COVID19
(https://erlc.com/resource-library/capitol-conversations-
episodes/palmer-williams-on-dignity-disability-and-
covid19/)

PUBLISHED JUN 26, 2020

David Curry on China, Hong Kong, the persecuted church
(https://erlc.com/resource-library/capitol-conversations-
episodes/david-curry-on-china-hong-kong-the-persecuted-
church/)

PUBLISHED JUN 17, 2020

Kellee and Stuart Hall’s battle with COVID-19
(https://erlc.com/resource-library/capitol-conversations-
episodes/kelle-and-stuart-halls-battle-with-covid-19/)

PUBLISHED JUN 11, 2020

A conversation on race in this moment of American life
(https://erlc.com/resource-library/capitol-conversations-
episodes/a-conversation-on-race-in-this-moment-of-
american-life/)
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PUBLISHED MAY 29, 2020

Russell Moore on reopening churches, seeking justice when
racism is filmed, and grieving 100,000 lives lost to COVID19
(https://erlc.com/resource-library/capitol-conversations-
episodes/russell-moore-on-reopening-churches-seeking-
justice-when-racism-is-filmed-and-grieving-100-000-lives-
lost-to-covid19/)

PUBLISHED MAY 20, 2020

Kevin Smith on why Christians should lament the killing of
Ahmaud Arbery (https://erlc.com/resource-library/capitol-
conversations-episodes/kevin-smith-on-why-christians-
should-lament-the-killing-of-ahmaud-arbery/)

Related Resources
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NEWS

What you need to know about the U.S. announcement that
Hong Kong is no longer autonomous from China
(https://erlc.com/resource-library/articles/what-you-need-
to-know-about-the-u-s-announcement-that-hong-kong-is-
no-longer-autonomous-from-china/)
By CHELSEA PATTERSON SOBOLIK
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Show More

CITIZENSHIP

Statement of Principles of Church–Civic Partnership on
Contact Tracing (https://erlc.com/resource-
library/articles/statement-of-principles-of-church-civic-
partnership-on-contact-tracing/)
By BRENT LEATHERWOOD, TRAVIS WUSSOW

Initiatives
Stand for Life (https://www.standforlife.org/)

Psalm 139 Project (http://psalm139project.org/)

Global Hunger Relief (http://www.globalhungerrelief.com/)

Caring Well Initiative (https://caringwell.com)

Nashville
901 Commerce Street, Suite 550 

Nashville, Tennessee 37203 

Phone: (615) 244-2495 

Fax: (615) 242-0065

Washington
505 Second St., N.E. 

Washington, DC 20002 

Phone: (202) 547-8105 

Fax: (202) 547-8165

https://erlc.com/resource-library/capitol-conversations-episodes/paul-miller-on-coronavirus-part-1-how-the-intelligence-community-predicted-this-pandemic-and-what-it-means-for-the-future/#
https://erlc.com/resource-library/articles/statement-of-principles-of-church-civic-partnership-on-contact-tracing/
https://www.standforlife.org/
http://psalm139project.org/
http://www.globalhungerrelief.com/
https://caringwell.com/


e

(https://twitter.com/ERLC) 

g

(https://www.facebook.com/erlcsbc) 

c

(http://instagram.com/erlcsbc) 

f

(https://vimeo.com/erlc) 

d

(https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCutFChK6m2a_8PFcLIu_g_w)

ERLC © 2020, All rights reserved. Site by Mere. (http://mereagency.com) Disclaimer on links. (/disclaimer)

https://twitter.com/ERLC
https://www.facebook.com/erlcsbc
http://instagram.com/erlcsbc
https://vimeo.com/erlc
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCutFChK6m2a_8PFcLIu_g_w
http://mereagency.com/
https://erlc.com/disclaimer

