
From: Clifford Miller
To: Covid Archive
Subject: Fwd: Covid- A Letter to an Old Friend
Date: Sunday, December 27, 2020 1:54:14 PM

At end: a letter from the Director of the Conservative Movement in Israel. / cbm

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: David Saltzman <rabsaltz@gmail.com>
Date: Sun, Dec 27, 2020 at 1:09 PM
Subject: Fwd: Covid- A Letter to an Old Friend
To: Rabbi Ari Lucas <alucas@agudath.org>, Silverstein, Alan <asilverstein@agudath.org>

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Rabbi Steven Kane <00000005583a64ce-dmarc-
request@listserv.rabbinicalassembly.org>
Date: Sun, Dec 27, 2020 at 10:03 AM
Subject: Re: Covid- A Letter to an Old Friend
To: <RAVNET@listserv.rabbinicalassembly.org>

In a very real sense, the denial of Covid in the Haredi community is not much different than their denial of
history, science or other modern ways of seeing the world. 

Steve Kane
Briarcliff Manor, NY

-----Original Message-----
From: Lenny Levin <reblenlevin@GMAIL.COM>
To: RAVNET@LISTSERV.RABBINICALASSEMBLY.ORG
Sent: Sun, Dec 27, 2020 9:05 am
Subject: Re: Covid- A Letter to an Old Friend

Thanks, Andy, for sharing this. 

I am guessing that your friend reflects the attitudes dominant in a major part of the Haredi community. If
so, he is an example of how strongly our sense of reality is molded by the beliefs and values of our social
reference group. How the people we identify with would judge a matter weighs stronger with us than how
we individually judge it by our own minds. This holds among scientific communities (note the resistance to
new paradigms, per Thomas Kuhn) no less than among social, political, literary-artistic, and religious
communities. Reality is what our peers confirm as such; it takes rare prophetic courage to go with one's
private conviction against the perceived universal consensus of one's reference group.

Lenny Levin
South Orange NJ / Boynton Beach FL

On Sun, Dec 27, 2020, 8:01 AM Andrew Sacks <raisrael@jtsa.edu> wrote:
A longtime friend, Amir, grew up in the Haredi world. He left that world, moved to Berlin,
and adopted a Hiloni lifestyle. He is now back in Israel and hanging out with the most
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extreme elements of the Haredi world (eg. Toldot Aharon).

Amir asked if he could crash at my place for one night - last Thursday night. I asked if he
had been taking all of the necessary Covid precautions. I also told him that he would need to,
while in my house, wear a mask and socially distance.   

I had just received the first part of the Pfizer vaccine on Thursday.

Amir was incredulous that I have bought into the Corona panic that has been sweeping the
world.  He told me that the vaccine was nonsense.  He has been hanging out with tons of
people, many of whom have been infected. He knows nobody who has died. His buddies had
no symptoms or very mild symptoms, 

I tried to reason with Amir.  But for him- everyone is entitled to his own beliefs. His were no
less valid than mine. He was unable to comprehend my distress at his approach.

I felt I had little choice but to ask Amir to leave. I could not, in good conscience have him in
my home.

Today I wrote the following to Amir:

Shalom Amir, 
 

It may be years before you understand the significance of what occurred
between us on Thursday evening when I told you that you are not welcome in
my home.  

I am aware that you think that we may each have our own opinions and our
own beliefs.  On this we, indeed, agree.  We are not each entitled, however, to
our own set of facts. The fact is that Covid19 is a deadly virus that is easily
transmitted between people.  For some there may be few symptoms- or even
no apparent symptoms. For others, sadly, in can result in much suffering and,
even, death. 

Judaism has always demanded that we take into account the best scientific
and medical information available to us.  To do so we rely on the work done
by experts in the field. We do NOT rely on the anecdotal stories of those who
have no expertise. We are obligated by Jewish tradition, and as citizens who
are law abiding, to take every precaution to avoid doing harm to ourselves
and to others. 

You scoff at those who take the vaccine. You can deny the dangers all you
want. But they are real. People are dying every day. By engaging and
interacting with others, who do not follow the required restrictions, your pals
in Mea She’Arim, you place yourself, your family, and  those around you at



risk. 
 

Let’s say you were playing with a package.  Your friends had played with that
same package and it had caused them no harm. Yet, I knew for a fact, and you
had been warned by experts, that the package contained a harmful poison. 
You would be derelict to simply continue to play with the package. Even more
so if you were to bring the contents of that package to others.  That your
friends had not been harmed does NOT mean that the danger is not real. It
means that they were lucky that the poison did not affect them. They may have
caused harm to others by playing with the package- but they have no way to
track this. 
 

If you choose to live in a world that ignores reality and embraces the thinking
of others who embrace theories and idea based on personal stories and
anecdotes – OK. But, know that you are a danger to others. You have no right
to socialize as you, yourself, become a danger and a potential killer. 

Yes, I shouted at you (for hat I am sorry), and I reprimanded you, in a way
that you did not understand. For you, it was just a difference of opinion and I
was saying to you that it was only my opinion that counted. 
 

Amir, I care about you. This is why I am so upset that you have chosen a path
that can, perhaps unwittingly, cause harm to others. You bask in the sheer
stupidity and naiveté of your friends who cut themselves off from reality.  You
nonchalantly walk around as though things are just fine. Other people, you
think, are making a mountain out of a molehill. That is shameful. Your callous
disregard for others, while lacking malicious intent, is shocking. 

I hope the day comes when you realize the mistake you are making. Until that
time comes, or until we succeed in vaccinating our citizens here in Israel- you
cannot be welcome into my home. 

Wishing You Health,

Andy
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Ravnet is meant to be a space that is open and also filled with derekh eretz to share and learn Torah,
engage in discussions, and find support from colleagues. We remind all colleagues to please reread
posts before being sent to check for kindness of tone. The full Ravnet guidelines are available here:

http://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/story/ravnet-guidelines
To unsubscribe from the RAVNET list, click the following link:

http://listserv.rabbinicalassembly.org/scripts/wa-RABBIN.exe?SUBED1=RAVNET&A=1
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